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Here are some encouragements from the past on the subject of prayer.  I have taken some 
selec�ons from Lewis Bayly, Practice of Piety (first published around 1611), and lightly 
modernized them.  I hope they encourage you! 
Grace & Peace, 
Tim 

Medita�ons to stir us up to Morning Prayer.

1. If, when you are about to pray, Satan shall suggest that your prayers are too long, and that 
therefore it were be�er either to omit prayers, or else to cut them shorter, meditate that 
prayer is your spiritual sacrifice, wherewith God is well pleased (Heb. xiii. 15, 16;) and therefore 
it is so displeasing to the devil, and so irksome to the flesh. Bend therefore your affections (will 
they, nill they) to so holy an exercise; assuring yourself, that it does by so much the more please 
God, by how much the more it is unpleasing to your flesh. 

2. Forget not that the Holy Ghost puts it down as a special note of reprobates, "They call not 
upon the Lord, they call not upon God." (Psal. xiv. 4; liii. 4.) And when Eliphaz supposed that Job 
had cast off the fear of God, and that God had cast Job out of his favor, he charged him that he 
restrained prayer before God (Job xv. 4;) making that a sure note of the one, and a sufficient
cause of the other. On the other side, that God has promised that "whosoever shall call on his 
name shall be saved." (Rom. x. 13.) It is certain that he who makes no conscience of the duty of 
prayer, has no grace of the Holy Spirit in him, for the spirit of grace and of prayer are one (Zech. 
xii. 10:) and therefore grace and prayer go together . But he that can from a penitent heart 
morning and evening pray to God, it is sure that he has his measure of grace in this world, and 
he shall have his portion of glory in the life which is to come.

3. Remember, that as loathing of meat, and painfulness of speaking, are two symptoms of a sick 
body; so irksomeness of praying when you talk with God, and carelessness in hearing, when 
God, by his word, speaks unto you, are two sure signs of a sick soul.

4. Call to mind the zealous devotions of the Chris�ans in the primitive church, who spent many 
whole nights and vigils in watching and praying for the forgiveness of their sins, and that they 
might be found ready at the coming of Christ; and that David was not content to pray at 
morning, at evening, and at noon (Psal. lv. 16, 17), but he would also rise up at midnight to pray 
unto God (Psal. cxix. 62.) And if Christ did chide his disciples, because they would not watch 
with him one hour in praying {Ma�. xxvi. 40), what chiding dost you deserve, who thinks it too 
long to continue in prayer but one quarter of an hour? If you have spent divers hours at a vain 
ball or play; yea whole days and nights in carding and dicing, to please your flesh, be ashamed 
to think that praying for a quarter of an hour is too long an exercise for the service of God.

6. Lastly, when such thoughts come into your head, either to keep you from prayer, or to 
distract you in praying, remember that those are the birds which the evil one sends to devour 
the good seed, and the carcasses of your spiritual sacrifices; but endeavor with Abraham, to 
drive them away (Gen. xv. 11.) Yet notwithstanding, if you perceive at �mes, that your spirits 
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are dull, and your mind not apt for prayer and holy devotion, strive not too much for that �me, 
but humbling yourself at the sense of your infirmity and dullness, knowing that God accepts the 
willing mind, though it be oppressed with the heaviness of the flesh (Matt. xxvi. 41; 2 Cor. viii. 
12), endeavor the next �me to recompense this dullness, by redoubling your zeal, and for the 
�me present, commend your soul to God in… prayer. 

Farther Medita�ons to s�r up to Prayer in the Morning.  

Think not any business or haste, though never so great, a sufficient excuse to omit prayer in the 
morning: But meditate-- 

1. That the greater your business is, by so much the more need you have to pray for God's good
speed and blessing upon it, seeing it is certain that nothing can prosper without his blessing. 

2. That many a man, when he thought himself surest, has been soonest crossed; so may you.

3. That many a man has gone out of his door, and never come in again: many a man who rose
well and lively in the morning, has been seen a dead man ere night. So may it befall you: And if 
you be so careful, before you go abroad, to eat and drink, to fence thy body from ill airs, how 
much more careful should you be to pray to preserve your soul from evil tempta�ons? 

4. That the time spent in prayer never hinders, but furthers and prospers a man's journey and
business. 

5. That in going abroad into the world, you go into a forest full of unknown dangers, where you
shall meet many briers to tear your good name, many snares to trap your life, and many 
hunters to devour your soul; it is a field of pleasant grass, but full of poisonous serpents: 
adventure not, therefore, to go naked amongst these briers, �ll you have prayed Christ to 
clothe you with his righteousness; nor to pass through these snares and ambushes, till you have 
prayed for God's providence to be your guide; nor to walk barefoot through this snaky field, till 
having your feet shod with the prepara�on of the gospel of peace, you have prayed to have s�ll 
the brazen serpent in the eyes of your faith; that so if you come not home holier, you may be 
sure not to return worse than when you went out of your door.  
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From our missionaries to Burkina Faso...
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The ministry has only been possible because of your prayers and 
donations to our ministry. Bonnie and I have always been amazed 
at the willingness of churches and their members to give their time 
and money to support the growth of the church in West Africa.

--Evan and Bonnie

========================================

You are cordially invited to the 3rd annual "Happy Fall Y'all" party at 
the home of Pat & Ken Pennell on Saturday, October 26th, at 4:00 p.m.  
Join in Fun, Food, & Fellowship.  Please feel free to bring guests.  Food & 
Beverages provided.  RSVP to Pat (text-678-360-2999) or e-mail 
patpennell454@gmail.com.
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¡Muchas gracias!
Thank God for his faithfulness!
And thanks to you for your prayers, encouragement, and support! Let me know how I 
can be praying for you.

With love,

Jody



Dates to Remember for October

Corinne Willson   2nd

Ann pringle   19th

tricia gauthier   20th

frank genzer   24th

lane willson   24th

October 4    Game Night in the Fellowship Hall from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

October 5    Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

October 6    Communion

October 7    Men’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor.

October 11  Cruisin Picnic at the church at 5:00 p.m.  Join us for a time of
fellowship and to see the old cars.  Bring what you want to
grill and a side dish to share.

October 13  Monthly luncheon after the worship service.  Please bring a
dish to share.

October 19  Women’s Retreat in Brookhaven

October 21  Deacon’s Meeting at 5:30 p.m.

October 21  Men’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor.

October 27  Reformation Sunday

October 29  Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
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